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would recommend anything he (the President) did not ap-
prove of."

Two efforts were made by Eoosevelt in the latter part of
September, 1897, when the Cuban situation seemed threat-
ening, to induce Secretary Long to take decisive action of
some sort in the direction of naval preparedness. On Sep-
tember 20 he wrote to Mm at Hingham, Mass.:

"From what the President and Judge Day (Secretary
of State) say it would seem that advices from Spain are
not altogether satisfactory. I do not anticipate any trouble,
but if there is we should have warning just as far in ad-
vance as the President will permit, and should be ready
to take the initiative at once. If in the event of trouble we
wait to receive the attack we will have our hands full, and
the greatest panic would ensue, but if we move with the
utmost rapidity with our main force on Cuba, say under
Admiral Walker, and a flying squadron under Evans, or
some such man, against Spain itself, while the Asiatic
squadron operates against the Philippines, I believe the
affair would not present a very great difficulty."

And on September 30, he sent a long and formal letter
urging the steady and rapid upbuilding of the Navy, and
saying:

"A great Navy does not make for war but for peace. It
is the cheapest kind of insurance. No coast fortifications
can really protect our coasts; they can only be protected
by a formidable fighting Navy.

"I believe Congress should at once give us 6 new battle-
ships, 6 large cruisers, and 75 torpedo-boats, 25 for the
Pacific and 50 for the Atlantic. I believe we should set
about building all these craft now, and that each one should
be, if possible, the most formidable of its kind afloat."

About the same time he saw the President again, writing
to Senator Lodge on September 21: "The President has
been most kind. I dined with him Friday evening, and yes-